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 Nesta nota describimos un atípico caso 
de reprodución adiantada en poboacións de gran 
altitude nas montañas de Ancares. Nunhas mostraxes 
realizadas no mes de novembro de 2022 localizáronse 
metamórficos en varios puntos dos Ancares situados por 
riba dos 1300 
m snm na 
UTM 29TPH74 
(Ver Fig.1). Na 
primeira visita 
realizada o 15 
de novembro 
localizouse un 
metamórfico na 
parte leonesa 
do porto de 
Ancares. Na 
seguinte visita 
do día 20 de 
n o v e m b r o 
loca l izáronse 
n o v o s 
metamórficos na parte galega. Nos dous casos o 
hábitat era unha mestura de monte baixo e bosque 
caducifolio. E na derradeira visita nos días 25 e 26 
de novembro revisáronse varios puntos nas dúas 
vertentes, confirmando a presenza tanto de cágados 
coma premetamórficos e metamórficos (Ver Fig.2)
 A ra galaica (Rana parvipalmata Lopez-
Seoane, 1885) e un endemismo do noroeste 
peninsular, recentemente separado da ra vermella 
(Rana temporaria Linnaeus, 1758) mediante análises 

 In this note we describe an atypical case of early 
reproduction in high-altitude populations in the Ancares 
Mountains. During samplings carried out in November 
2022, metamorphics were located in several points of 
the Ancares located above 1300 m asl in UTM 29TPH74 
(See Fig.1). In the first visit made on November 15, a 
metamorphic was located in the Leonese part of the 
port of Ancares. In the next visit, made on November 
20, new metamorphics were located in the Galician 
part. In both cases, dominant habitat was a mixture 
of scrub and deciduous forest. In the last visit several 
points were reviewed, confirming the presence of pre-
metamorphic, metamorphic and larvae (See Fig.2)

 
 
 

Fig.1 Mapa da zona estudo. Study area map.

Fig.2 Metamórfico de ra galaica detectado no mes de novembro. 
Metamorphic of Galician common frog detected in November. (César 
Ayres)
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moleculares (DUFRESNES et al., 2020).
 As poboacións de ra galaica de baixa altitude 
(por debaixo de 500 m snm) poden reproducirse entre 
outubro e marzo (GALÁN, 2008). Na outra beira, 
as poboacións por encima dos 1000 m snm poden 
retrasar a súa reprodución dependendo das condicións 
climáticas, marcándose un período de postas entre 
xaneiro e marzo (ALVAREZ et al., 2012). No Courel 
o período de postas abrangue marzo e abril segundo 
os datos de BAS-LÓPEZ (1982). Nos Ancares existe 
pouca información actualizada, pero cítase marzo 
como inicio das postas (GALÁN, 1989b).
 Neste caso produciuse un adianto de varios 
meses respecto as datas previstas tendo en conta a 
altitude dos puntos de mostraxe. GARCÍA-PESQUERA 
et al. (2022), para poboacións asturianas de altitudes 
semellantes reportan períodos de postas en febreiro-
marzo e larvas entre febreiro e xullo. Os adiantos 
reprodutivos poden ter efectos positivos, pola menor 
competencia para os cágados (LOMAN, 2009). Pero 
pola outra banda poden ter efectos negativos por 
mortalidade das postas e larvas (GARCÍA-PESQUERA 
et al., 2022), coma no caso de episodios de baixadas 
bruscas de temperaturas (MONTORÍ et al., 2011), 
ataques fúnxicos (AYRES et al., 2009) ou pola seca 
(GALÁN, 2008). Urxe ter unha monitorización sobre 
estas poboación de gran altitude para avaliar os posibles 
efectos dos cambios nas temperaturas e réxime de 
precipitacións nun contexto de cambio climático.

The Galician common frog (Rana parvipalmata Lopez-
Seoane, 1885) is an endemism of the north-western 
area of the Iberian Peninsula, recently separated from 
the European common frog (Rana temporaria Linnaeus, 
1758) through molecular analyses (DUFRESNES et al., 
2020).
 Low-altitude R. parvipalmata (below 500 m asl) 
usually breed between October and March (GALÁN, 
2008). On the other side, populations above 1000 m 
asl tend to delay their reproduction depending on the 
climatic conditions, marking a spawning period between 
January and March (ALVAREZ et al., 2012). In the 
Courel, the spawning period covers March and April 
according to the data of BAS-LÓPEZ (1982). There is 
scarce information about spawning period in Ancares 
mountains, but it was reported March as the starting 
data (GALÁN, 1989b)
 In this case, there was an advance of several 
months with respect to the planned dates, considering the 
altitude of the sampling points. GARCÍA-PESQUERA et 
al. (2022), reported spawning period between February-
March and larvae between February-July in Asturian 
population of similar altitude. Reproductive advances 
can have positive effects, due to less competition for 
the larvae (LOMAN, 2009). But on the other hand, they 
can have negative effects due to mortality of clutches 
and larvae (GARCÍA-PESQUERA et al., 2022), as 
in the case of episodes of sudden temperature drops 
(MONTORÍ et al., 2011), fungal attacks (AYRES et al., 
2009) or drought (GALÁN, 2008). Monitoring these high-
altitude populations is needed to assess the possible 
effects of changes in temperatures and precipitation, in 
a context of climate change.


